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An Open and Affirming Church 

Mission of the Congregational Church of Rupert 
The mission of CCR is to seek to follow Jesus’ teachings in his Sermon on the Mount, and to 

practice the words of Micah by living justly, by being kind and compassionate while 
walking with God in all humility. 
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*signifies you should stand if you are able, bold signifies congregation speaks in unison.  

Thoughts for Meditation  

The universe holds its breath as we choose, instant by instant, which pathway to follow; 
for the universe, the very essence of life itself, is highly conscious. Every act, thought, and 
choice adds to a permanent mosaic; our decisions ripple through the universe of 
consciousness to affect the lives of all. Lest this idea be considered merely mystical or 
fanciful, let's remember that fundamental tenet of the new theoretical physics: Everything 
in the universe is interconnected, one with everything else. . . . There are no secrets; 
nothing is hidden, nor can it be. Our spirits stand naked in time for all to see -- everyone's 
life, finally, is accountable to the universe.            ~from POWER VS FORCE by David Hawkins 

Prelude                                                                                                                  Kevin Bishop, Organist 

Welcome and Announcements 

  



Call to Worship: Remember, remember the sacredness 

of things: running streams and dwellings 

the young within the nest 

a hearth for sacred fire 

the holy flame.      ~ Omaha Indian Chant 

*Hymn #438  (Pilgrim Hymnal (PH) blue/red) O God, Beneath Thy Guiding Hand 
 

Unison Prayer: Psalm 121 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 2 My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber.4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 
sleep. 5 The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 6 The sun shall 
not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 7 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: 
he shall preserve thy soul. 8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from 
this time forth, and even for evermore. 

Time with Children: What was it like being a child in 1786? The year our Rupert 

Meetinghouse was built? 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Pastoral Prayer  

The Lord Be with you, 

And also with you. 

Let us Pray. 

Please keep the following in prayer (In your mercy. Lord, hear our prayer): 
Ellen, Dodi, Gene, Elizabeth, John, Jack, Kinsley, Clary, Dan H., Loretta R., Donna & Axel, 
Marietta, Jennie & Jeff Gould , Chuck Gaiotti, Harry Tveter, Eva Marchand, Rene Marchand, 
Carolyn Branagan, Norma & Joe Will, Gwen, Sue and Rod, Evan L., B., Diane L., Don Lewis, 
Rhonda, Glenn LaPlante, Willie Steel, Brian, Elizabeth L., Clark French, Ed B., Val, Changwa 
and Sam Koo, Bob Ebling, Karen & Jim E., Kelly and Family, Ellen and others with COVID.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Offertory 

Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here 

below, Praise God above, Ye Heavenly Host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen  

(Tune: Old Hundredth from “Genevan Psalter”, 1551) 

Dedication 



Scripture  
Hebrews 11:29-12:2  (Read Responsively) 

One:29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 

All: 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 

One:31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 

All: 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

One:35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to 

accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 

All:37, They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 

tormented 38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

One:39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from 
us, be made perfect. 
All: 12:1,2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

Luke 12:49-56 

12:49 "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a 
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 
51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two 

against three; 53 they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother 
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." 54 He also said to the crowds, "When you see 
a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, 'It is going to rain'; and so it happens. 
55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 'There will be scorching heat'; and 

it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 
but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 



 *Hymn 436 (PH Blue/Red) O God of Earth and Altar 

Message   Remembrances        Rev. Dr. Steven E. Berry 

*Hymn: #444 (Pilgrim Hymnal) O Day of God, Draw Nigh 

Benediction: The universe holds its breath as we choose, instant by instant, which 
pathway to follow; for the universe, the very essence of life itself, is highly conscious. 
Every act, thought, and choice adds to a permanent mosaic; our decisions ripple through 
the universe of consciousness to affect the lives of all. Lest this idea be considered merely 
mystical or fanciful, let's remember that fundamental tenet of the new theoretical physics: 
Everything in the universe is interconnected, one with everything else. . . . There are no 
secrets; nothing is hidden, nor can it be. Our spirits stand naked in time for all to see -- 
everyone's life, finally, is accountable to the universe.  

~ from POWER VS FORCE by David Hawkins 
 

Postlude:        (It is our custom to remain seated during the Postlude)                      Kevin Bishop 

 

🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸🏵️🌸 

 

Calendar/News  

News  

Please bring nonperishable food to church to be donated to the Rupert Food Pantry 

**Send website update info to Val: vajewa@myfairpoint.net or (802) 394-7719** 

Thanks to modern technology & the talents of Craig Rose, you CAN now hear the sermon 
on our webpage! They can be found at https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/ 

             Our Congressional Delegates:        |            Vermont State Delegates: 

 Sen. Patrick Leahy 202-224-4242   | Sen. Brian Campion      802 828-2228 

 Sen. Bernie Sanders 202-224-5141   | Sen. Richard Sears                 802 828-2228 

 Rep. Peter Welch  202-225-4115   |  

**** Like Something? Let them know! Don’t like something? Let them know! **** 

  

https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/


Calendar 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Every Thursday at 7pm 

August 

3 Columbus sets sail for the Far East 
14 Rev. Dr. Steve Berry and Gene Higgins on “The Pillars of the Church” for Rupert Old 

Home Day 

Installation of Michael F Dwyer as Pastor of Pittsford Congregational Church 

2:00 pm at 121 Village Green, Pittsford, VT 05763 
21 Jane LoBrutto, Guest Preacher 

28 Jane LoBrutto, Guest Preacher 

September 
   2 School begins at Mettawee 

   5 Labor Day 

  6 School begins in NYS schools 
18 Gleaning from Manchester Barn Sale* 

22   Autumn Begins   

24 CCR Rummage Sale* 

*Contact Carol Berry at carolberry99@comcast.net for info or to participate* 
 

 


