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*signifies you should stand if you are able, bold signifies congregation speaks in unison.  

Prelude                                                                                                                                        Jeff Linebeck 

Welcome and Announcements 

Responsive Call to Worship:  

Minister: Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD. 
Congregation: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time on and forevermore. 
M: From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the LORD is to be praised. 
C:The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. 
M:Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the 
     heavens and the earth? 
C: He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make    

     them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. He gives the barren woman a    

     home, making her the joyous mother of children.  
All: Praise the LORD! 
 

*Hymn (New Century Hymnal/black) You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim 



Time with Children 

 Lectionary Scripture  
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

8:18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people 
from far and wide in the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why 
have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?") "The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved." For the hurt of my poor people I am 
hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 
physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored? O that my 
head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of my poor people! 

Hymn: #553 (NCH/black) There is a Balm in Gilead 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord Be with you, 
And also with you. 

Let us Pray. 

Please keep the following in prayer: Our children nationwide as they return to 

school, teachers as they begin the school year, our local neighbors: Ellen, Dodi, Gene 

Higgins, Elizabeth, John, Jack, Kinsley, Clary, Dan H., Loretta R., Donna & Axel, Marietta, 

Jennie &Jeff Gould, Chuck Gaiotti, Harry Tveter, Eva Marchand, Norma & Joe Will, Gwen, 

Sue and Rod, Carolyn Branagan, Dave Conna, Judy Buechner & Family at the death of Fred, 

Charlene & Family at the death of Franz, Diane L., Don Lewis, Rhonda, Brian, Elizabeth L., 

Clark French, Ed B., Val, Changwa and Sam Koo, Bob Ebling, Jim and Karen E., Kelly & 

Family, those with COVID and those suffering with other diseases. Those caught up in 

wars, poverty and pain- that the God of love and compassion shall relieve them and heal 

them.   

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

  



Offertory 
Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here 

below, Praise God above, Ye Heavenly Host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

(Tune: Old Hundredth from “Genevan Psalter”, 1551) 
Dedication 

Lectionary Scripture  
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of 

God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ 

Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right 

time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 

lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

Luke 16:1-13 (RSV) 

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

16:1 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2And he called him and said to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your stewardship, for you 

can no longer be steward.’ 3And the steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my 
master is taking the stewardship away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that people may receive me into their 

houses when I am put out of the stewardship.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one 

by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred 
measures of oil.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 
7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of 

wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master commended the 
dishonest steward for his shrewdness; for the sons of this world are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you 
into the eternal habitations. 
10“He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 

mammon, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in 

that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 



Message                                                  When it Fails                                    Rev. Dr. Steven E. Berry 

*Hymn: #456 (NCH/black) More Love to You, O Christ 

Benediction  

Postlude:        (It is our custom to remain seated during the Postlude)                      Jeff Linebeck 

The Congregational Church of Rupert’s faith and covenant is expressed as 

follows: “Surrounded as we are by field and forest, our faith and covenantal 

mission is a call to care for our earthly home, to honor our habitat and all our 

relations. We remain open to the ways God imparts insight through the Bible; 

God’s blessed Word of Truth, through ancient wisdom, scientific insight, the 

natural world and religious experience. This we do pro gloria Deo (for the glory 

of God), for our spiritual and personal growth; and increase in all graces. We 

seek to live a nonviolent life and work toward justice in the spirit of Jesus 

within the context of community. We believe that each member shall have the 

undisturbed right to follow the Word of God according to the dictates of his or 

her own conscience under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. We accept our 

personal responsibility to nurture our individual faith as well as the call to 

share such faith insights humbly and lovingly with others in community. We 

are prompted to move forward into a time of greater inclusivity and love as we 

seek to welcome people of other traditions and faith experiences. So, that in 

the 21st Century, we may “raise up the foundations of many generations” 

(Isaiah 58:12) and that we may, as a people, grasp Jesus’ words “that we may 

all be one.”  

(John 17:21) 

🍁🍁🍁🌸🍁🌸🏵️🍁🏵️🍁🏵️🌸🍁🍁🏵️🍁🍁🍁🏵️🍁🍁🍁🏵️🍁 

News/Calendar 

News 

Psst! You didn’t hear the sermon? What? Did you hear the sermon? No!  
Well, thanks to modern technology and the talents of Craig Rose, you CAN now hear the 
sermon on our webpage! They can be found at https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/ 
 
Please bring Nonperishable foods to church to be donated to the Rupert Food Pantry

  

https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/


             Our Congressional Delegates:        |            Vermont State Delegates: 

 Sen. Patrick Leahy 202-224-4242   | Sen. Brian Campion      802 828-2228 

 Sen. Bernie Sanders 202-224-5141   | Sen. Richard Sears                 802 828-2228 

 Rep. Peter Welch  202-225-4115   |  

**** Like Something? Let them know! Don’t like something? Let them know! **** 

 
#Contact Craig Rose if you need something put on the website or have it 
updated. You can reach him at: craigrose@usa.com or 1-518-854-3307. 

Calendar 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Every Thursday at 7pm 

September 
18 Gleaning from Manchester Barn Sale* 
       **We will be setting up  Monday thru Friday. *Contact Carol to help**  

22 🍁 Autumn Begins🍁 
24 CCR Rummage Sale* 

*Contact Carol Berry at carolberry99@comcast.net for info or to participate* 

25  Rosh Hashanah-Jewish New Year (5783) begins at sundown 
27 Rosh Hashanah ends at sundown 
 

October 

  4 Yom Kippur-Day of Atonement begins at sundown 

  5 Yom Kippur ends at night fall.  May you be sealed in the Book of Life! 

12 Columbus ‘encounters’ a ‘New World’  

13 Continental Navy founded Whitehall NY.  

16 Tour De SWA Fundraising Bike Ride  

• From Benson to Dorset via Fair Haven, Castleton, Pawlet, & Rupert 

• You can Ride ($25.00 Donation) or make a pledge 

• Churches  are asked to provide riders water and nourishment 

24 Diwali - Hindu Festival of Light 

31 Halloween     

 

mailto:craigrose@usa.com

