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Mission of the Congregational Church of Rupert 
The mission of CCR is to seek to follow Jesus’ teachings in his Sermon on the Mount, and to 

practice the words of Micah by living justly, by being kind and compassionate while 
walking with God in all humility. 

Rev. Dr. Steven Berry  

drsteveberry@icloud.com                                                                               802-733-6522 Mobile/Cell 

https://rupertchurch.org 

*signifies you should stand if you are able, bold signifies congregation speaks in unison.  

Thoughts for Meditation  
“What is the relation of contemplation to action? Simply this. He who attempts to act and do 
things for others or for the world without deepening his own self-understanding, freedom, 
integrity, and capacity to love, will not have anything to give others.”  Thomas Merton 

Prelude                                                                                                                  Kevin Bishop, Organist 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship:  

*Hymn#84  (New Century Hymnal/black) This is the Day 

Psalm 37:1-9 (Unison)  
 

 Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers, for they will soon 
fade like the grass, and wither like the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do good; so you 
will live in the land, and enjoy security. Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the 



desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. 
He will make your vindication shine like the light, and the justice of your cause like the 
noonday. Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those who 
prosper in their way, over those who carry out evil devices. Refrain from anger, and 
forsake wrath. Do not fret--it leads only to evil. For the wicked shall be cut off, but those 
who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 

Time with Children 

 Lord Make Us Instrument of your Peace 

Tune: O Waly, Waly p. 362 

 

1 Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 
Where there is strife, may we make one. 

2 Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

3 Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek  
To be consoled, but to console, 
Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

4 May we not look for love's return, 
But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

5 Dying, we live, and are reborn 
Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 
To wake at last in heaven's light. 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord Be with you, 
And also with you. 

Let us Pray. 

Please keep the following in prayer: Our children nationwide as they return to 

school, teachers as they begin the school year, our local neighbors: Ellen, Dodi, Gene 

Higgins, Elizabeth, John, Jack, Kinsley, Clary, Dan H., Loretta R., Donna & Axel, Marietta, 

Jennie &Jeff Gould, Chuck Gaiotti, Harry Tveter, Eva Marchand, Norma & Joe Will, Gwen, 



Sue and Rod, Carolyn Branagan, Dave Conna, Judy Buechner & Family at the death of Fred, 

Charlene & Family at the death of Franz, Diane L., Don Lewis, Rhonda, Brian, Elizabeth L., 

Clark French, Ed B., Changwa and Sam Koo, Bob Ebling, Karen and Jim E., Kelly & Family, 

those with COVID and those suffering with other diseases. Those caught up in wars, 

poverty and pain- that the God of love and compassion shall relieve them and heal them.   

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Offertory 

Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here 

below, Praise God above, Ye Heavenly Host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

(Tune: Old Hundredth from “Genevan Psalter”, 1551) 
Dedication 

Lectionary Scripture  
Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
1:1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 1:2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? 1:3 Why do you 
make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention arise. 1:4 So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous-- therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
2:1 I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to 
see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2:2 Then 
the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 
runner may read it. 2:3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the 
end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 
2:4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith. 
 
Luke 17:5-10 

17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 17:6 The Lord replied, "If you had 

faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. 17:7 "Who among you would say to your slave 

who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, 'Come here at once and 

take your place at the table'? 17:8 Would you not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for 

me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? 



17:9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 17:10 So you also, when you 

have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have done 

only what we ought to have done!'" 

 

Message           Faith Isn’t Fireworks                    Rev. Dr. Steven E. Berry 

Communion 

*Hymn: #423 (NCH/black) Great is Your Faithfulness 

Benediction  

Postlude:        (It is our custom to remain seated during the Postlude)                      Kevin Bishop 

The Congregational Church of Rupert’s faith and covenant is expressed as 
follows: “Surrounded as we are by field and forest, our faith and covenantal 

mission is a call to care for our earthly home, to honor our habitat and all our 
relations. We remain open to the ways God imparts insight through the Bible; 
God’s blessed Word of Truth, through ancient wisdom, scientific insight, the 
natural world and religious experience. This we do pro gloria Deo (for the glory 
of God), for our spiritual and personal growth; and increase in all graces. We 

seek to live a nonviolent life and work toward justice in the spirit of Jesus 
within the context of community. We believe that each member shall have the 
undisturbed right to follow the Word of God according to the dictates of his or 
her own conscience under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. We accept our 
personal responsibility to nurture our individual faith as well as the call to 
share such faith insights humbly and lovingly with others in community. We 

are prompted to move forward into a time of greater inclusivity and love as we 
seek to welcome people of other traditions and faith experiences. So, that in 
the 21st Century, we may “raise up the foundations of many generations” 
(Isaiah 58:12) and that we may, as a people, grasp Jesus’ words “that we may 
all be one.” (John 17:21) 

🍁🍁🍁🌸🍁🌸🏵️🍁🏵️🍁🏵️🍁🍁🍁🍁🍁🍁🍁🏵️🍁🍁🍁🍁🍁 

Steve and Carol will be away October 17 – November 8 to celebrate Carol’s mother’s 98th 
birthday on October 19th in Switzerland. Steve will also christen their great-niece and 
anticipates visiting the widow of his recently deceased friend Franz, in Bonn. 

Psst! You didn’t hear the sermon? What? Did you hear the sermon? No!  
Well, thanks to modern technology and the talents of Craig Rose, you CAN now hear the 
sermon on our webpage! They can be found at https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/ 

You may contact Craig Rose at: craigrose@usa.com or 1-802-430-9105 if you need items 
 put on or updated on the website. 

Please bring Nonperishable foods to church to be donated to the Rupert Food Pantry

https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/
mailto:craigrose@usa.com


             Our Congressional Delegates:        |            Vermont State Delegates: 

 Sen. Patrick Leahy 202-224-4242   | Sen. Brian Campion      802 828-2228 

 Sen. Bernie Sanders 202-224-5141   | Sen. Richard Sears                 802 828-2228 

 Rep. Peter Welch  202-225-4115   |  

**** Like Something? Let them know! Don’t like something? Let them know! **** 

Calendar 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Every Thursday at 7pm 

October 

  4 Yom Kippur-Day of Atonement begins at sundown 

  5 Yom Kippur ends at night fall.  May you be sealed in the Book of Life! 

12 Columbus ‘encounters’ a ‘New World’  

13 Continental Navy founded Whitehall NY.  

16 Tour De SWA Fundraising Bike Ride  

• From Benson to Dorset via Fair Haven, Castleton, Pawlet, & Rupert 

• You can Ride ($25.00 Donation) or make a pledge 

• Churches  are asked to provide riders water and nourishment 

24 Diwali - Hindu Festival of Light 

31 Halloween     

 

November 
  1 All Saints’ Day 
  2 All Souls Day 
  6 Andris Berry Guest Preacher 
  8  Steve and Carol return home 
      Election Day – Vote or make sure your Absentee Ballot is delivered to the Town Clerk 
11 Veterans’ Day 

24 Thanksgiving .          
27 Advent Begins 


