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An Open and Affirming Church 

Mission of the Congregational Church of Rupert 
The mission of CCR is to seek to follow Jesus’ teachings in his Sermon on the Mount, and 

to practice the words of Micah by living justly, by being kind and compassionate 
while walking with God in all humility. 

Rev. Dr. Steven Berry  
drsteveberry@icloud.com                                                                        802-733-6522 Mobile/Cell 
Mr. Kevin Bishop, Organist 

https://rupertchurch.org 

*signifies you should stand if you are able, bold signifies congregation speaks in unison.  

“Go deep into the silence. Absorb it. Let it scare you. Let it reshape you and expand your 
awareness.” ~Pythagoras, as quoted in GOLDEN:THE POWER OF SILENCE IN A WORLD OF 
NOISE by Justin Zorn and Leigh Mars 

Prelude                                                                                                                  Kevin Bishop, Organist 

 Welcome and Announcements  

Call to Worship: from Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" Our feet are 
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem built as a city that is bound firmly 
together. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give 
thanks to the name of the LORD. For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the 
thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who 



love you. Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers. "For the sake of my 
relatives and friends I will say, "Peace be within you." For the sake of the house of the 
LORD our God, I will seek your good. 

*Hymn# 461 (Pilgrim Hymnal   Red/Blue) Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

Today is the First Sunday in Advent. The season of Advent challenges us to see God's 
vision of what is yet to be; to hear God's voice calling anew; to smell the scent of God in 
our world! 

The spirit of God is among us; breaking down old barriers; building a new 
world. Prepare away for God, who comes! 

The spirit of God is among us; seeking out truth, new and old, creating a just world. 
Prepare away for God, who comes! 

The Spirit of God is among us, moving in the air, the land, and the waters; 
making our world whole. Prepare away for God, who comes! 

Be among us now, O holy Spirit of God, bring us wholeness, give us hope. Bring to birth 
among us the one who is God-with-us; Emmanuel, now and always: 

AMEN 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: HOPE 
God of light, who came into a world of darkness and who has never left it, we invite you to 
be present in the lighting of this candle. This candle, known as the Candle of Prophesy or 
Hope, remembers especially the hope that was brought into the world by the prophetic 
words that told of the Christ. There is so much hope in the promise of a child that is not yet 
born. This hope is the beating heart of the Christmas story, a hope for salvation, justice 
and right relationship with God. This world needs hope. In the absence of justice. 
 
HYMN: “One Candle is Lit” (Verse 1) 

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night. 
Our hearts long to greet you as roses the light. 
Salvation draw near us, our vision engage. 
One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Pastoral Prayer (In your mercy. Lord, hear our prayer) 
The Lord Be with you, 

And also with you. 

Let us Pray. 

Please keep the following in prayer:  
Ellen, Dodi, Gene, Marcie & Family, Elizabeth, John, Jack, Kinsley, Clary, Dan H., Loretta R., 
Donna & Axel, Marietta, Jennie & Jeff Gould, Ed B., Chuck Gaiotti, Harry Tveter, Eva 
Marchand, Norma & Joe Will, Gwen, Sue & Rod, Carolyn Branagan, Dave Conna, Don L, 



the Buechner family at the deaths of Fred and Judy, Charlene & family at the death of 
Franz, Diane L., Rhonda, Brian, Rona M., Elizabeth L., Clark French, Bob Ebling, Karen & 
Jim E., Kelly & Family, Larry, Marianna Maver, people in recovery. 

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, Forever and ever. Amen. 

Offertory 

Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here 
below, Praise God above, Ye Heavenly Host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

(Old Hundredth from “Genevan Psalter”, 1551) 
Dedication 

Lectionary Scripture 

Unexpected God, your advent alarms us. Wake us from drowsy worship, from the sleep that 
neglects love, and the sedative of misdirected frenzy. Awaken us now to your coming, and 
bend our angers into your peace. Amen 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come 
and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the LORD! 

Romans 13:11-14 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauch-
ery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus  
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Matthew 24:36-44 
"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For 
as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 



marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son  
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Hymn # 105 (PH/red, blue) “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

Message -               Time to Wake Up              Steven E. Berry 

*Hymn: # 108 ( PH/red, blue ) “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” 

Benediction 

Postlude               (It is our custom to remain seated during the Postlude)               Kevin Bishop 

🕯️🦃🦃🦃🕯️🦃🦃🦃🕯️🦃🦃🦃🕯️🦃🦃🦃🕯️🦃🦃🦃🕯️🦃🦃🦃 

The Congregational Church of Rupert’s faith and covenant is expressed as follows: 
“Surrounded as we are by field and forest, our faith and covenantal mission is a call to care for 
our earthly home, to honor our habitat and all our relations. We remain open to the ways God 
imparts insight through the Bible; God’s blessed Word of Truth, through ancient wisdom, 
scientific insight, the natural world and religious experience. This we do pro gloria Deo (for 
the glory of God), for our spiritual and personal growth; and increase in all graces. We seek to 
live a nonviolent life and work toward justice in the spirit of Jesus with-in the context of 
community. We believe that each member shall have the undisturbed right to follow the 
Word of God according to the dictates of his or her own conscience under the enlightenment 
of the Holy Spirit. We accept our personal responsibility to nur-ture our individual faith as 
well as the call to share such faith insights humbly and lovingly with others in community. We 
are prompted to move forward into a time of greater inclu-sivity and love as we seek to 
welcome people of other traditions and faith experiences. So, that in the 21st Century, we may 
“raise up the foundations of many generations” (Isaiah 58:12) and that we may, as a people, 
grasp Jesus’ words “that we may all be one.”  (John 17:21) 

News 

Psst! You didn’t hear the sermon? What? Did you hear the sermon? No!  
Well, thanks to modern technology and the talents of Craig Rose, you CAN now hear the 
sermon on our webpage! They can be found at https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/ 

You may contact Craig Rose at: craigrose@usa.com or 1-802-430-9105 if you need 

something put on the website or need to have it updated. You can reach him. 

Please bring Nonperishable foods to church to be donated to the Rupert Food Pantry

https://www.rupertchurch.org/sermons/
mailto:craigrose@usa.com


It is the time of year again when we have been asked to participate in the Angel-giving-
project organized by the Community Sharing Project. Like last year, we have received 
paper angels which have information about gifts to be bought for adults or children for 
families in need. 

The angels have been placed on a table in the back of the sanctuary (thanks, Kevin, for 
offering to put the table there!). Please take one or more of these Angels and purchase 
the items listed. 

All these Angel gifts have to be returned to our church by December 9th. The Angel tag 
has to be securely attached with each gift. They do not need to be wrapped; however, 
including wrapping paper would be appreciated. Steve and Carol will bring the gifts to the 
Dorset church on December 12th. 

Along with what we purchase and donate, the Community Sharing Project will also give 
each child a new pair of boots, toys and a food basket with all the fixings for a holiday 
dinner, including a turkey. Last year over 150 families could benefit from the generosity of 
our community members. If you would like to know more or donate to this project in 
another way, you can go to communitysharingproject.org. 

Thank you again for your involvement! 
 

             Our Congressional Delegates:        |            Vermont State Delegates: 

 Sen. Patrick Leahy 202-224-4242   | Sen. Brian Campion      802 828-2228 

 Sen. Bernie Sanders 202-224-5141   | Sen. Richard Sears                 802 828-2228 

 Rep. Peter Welch  202-225-4115   |  

**** Like Something? Let them know! Don’t like something? Let them know! **** 

Calendar 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Every Thursday at 7pm 

November 
27  First Sunday of Advent: Hope  

December 
  4 Second Sunday of Advent: Peace 
  7 Pearl Harbor day 
11 Third Sunday of Advent :‘Gaudete’ Joy 
12 Daylight Saving Time begins in 90 days 
18 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Love  
      Hanukkah begins at sundown                     
21 Winter Solstice – Days start getting longer! 
24 Christmas Eve 
25 Christmas 
26 Hanukkah ends at sundown  
      Kwanza begins 
31 New Year’s Eve 

http://communitysharingproject.org/


January 2023 
  1 Happy New Year!  
      Kwanzaa ends 
  6 Epiphany 
  7 Orthodox Christmas 
14 Orthodox New Year 
15 Martin Luther King, Jr, Day 
21 First new moon of 2023 
22 Chinese New Year: Year of the Rabbit  
 


